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The developmental state theory is used to explain the economic development in
Asian Dragon Economies. In the context of emerging Chinese Economic Zone,
Asian Dragon Economies are facing a new market competition with the following
new Asian industrializing countries. In a past decade, the major Asian cities, Taipei,
Hong Kong, Singapore, and Seoul all experience state transformation and economic
restructuring. Companied with the process of globalization, these different urban
regimes in the context of developmental states, all adopt different strategies for
regulating the contradicts between capital and labor, which influence social structure
transformation in Asian world cities of Asian Dragon Economies.

According to the social polarization hypothesis, there is a trend toward an extreme
of occupational structure and the increase of income disparity. Built on the Western
capital city’s development experience, this hypothesis has justified not able to apply
to the development of Asian cities. To respond to the debate between global city and
developmental state, this study will explore the relationship between state’s
intervention on the immigration policy and urban labor market, which plays a
decisive role for the transformation of economic and social structure.

Keywords : Social transformation, post-industrial society, global city, developmental
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